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The University of Dayton

News Release
March 31, 199~
Contact: Candace Stuart

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON NAMES CHAIR
FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT
DAYTON, Ohio-- Terrence W. Tilley, a religion professor at Florida State University,
has been named chair of the religious studies department at the University of Dayton. He
will begin the four-year term July 1.
"I first visited the campus nearly a decade ago to participate in a colloquium," Tilley
said. "It exemplified, I think, Dayton's heritage as a Catholic and Marianist university which
seeks to maintain diversity while seeking unity .... I find the commitment to maintain diversity
in a collegial atmosphere while seeking unity a very attractive one."
Tilley will lead a department that includes 18 full-time faculty members and offers
undergraduate degree and master's programs in theological studies and pastoral ministries.
Under his guidance, the department hopes to initiate a doctoral program in pastoral theology
with a focus on Catholicism in the United States.
Paul Morman, dean of UD's College of Arts and Sciences, said Tilley's leadership and
strong research and

t~aching

record will help the department fulfill its goal of being a major

player among Catholic universities.
Tilley has won several teaching awards at FSU since joining its faculty in 1989. He
has also written three books, including Story Theology, for which he won a Book of the Year

-..

Award from the College Theology Society in 1986. He has published numerous articles and
scholarly papers and received five grants from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
"A strong department of religious studies requires that the faculty have different foci,
different orientations, different skills," Tilley said. "The students we serve have quite varied
needs; the field is as vast and various as any in academia.
"I hope to support the faculty to use our diverse skills and talents to the benefit of all
those with whom we work, both within and outside the university, and to maintain our
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commitment to enable our students to grow in knowledge and wisdom."
Tilley taught at St. Michael's College in Winooski, Vt., from 1979 to 1986. He also
served as an assistant professor and visiting lecturer at Georgetown University. He is known
for his work in American Catholicism and modern religious thought. He is a member of the
American Academy of Religion, the Catholic Theological Society of America and several
other professional associations.
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For interviews, call Terrence Tilley at ((904) 644-9879 or (904) 644-1020 and Paul
Morman at (513) 229-2601. For more infom1ation or photos, contact Candace Stuart at
(513) 229-3257.

